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with the words { Ma cousine,3 or even c Madame ma tres
Madame de chere sceur,' but it is now tolerably certain that
and°ffariar ^s story' though vouched for by contempo-
Theresa. rary authority, is utterly untrue. Nor indeed
was such a letter in any way needed. The Pompadour
was easily induced to espouse the cause of Austria, not
only for the sake of her friendship with Kaunitz, but also,
and perhaps chiefly, out of spite against Frederick, who
had mortally offended her by some satirical verses re-
flecting on her frailty, and by the contemptuous tone in
which he habitually spoke of her. One of his sayings in
Her hatred particular had cut her to the quick. • In the
of Frederick, summer of 1750, when Voltaire was starting
on a visit to Berlin, she had charged him with a polite
message to the king, for whom she entertained a great
admiration. Frederick, however, instead of receiving it
in the manner anticipated, curtly replied, c I do not know
her? ('Je ne la connais pas'). Voltaire at the time sup-
pressed the ungl'acious reply, but three years afterwards,
when he had left Berlin in disgrace, and with feelings of
bitter disappointment and rage against Frederick, this
and other delinquencies were faithfully reported.
Madame de Pompadour was therefore well disposed
to further a scheme which would enable her to revenge
herself on a prince who had treated her with contempt,
and Louis XV. himself was inclined to look upon it
favourably. He also had been wounded by the shafts of
Louis xv. Frederick's wit, and he had, moreover, private
inclines to reasons for desiring the Austrian alliance.
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religious Sunk though he was in the lowest depths of
motives. debauchery, he was preyed upon incessantly
by religious terrors, and he believed that an alliance with
Catholic Austria, formed for the purpose of warring
against heretics, might atone for the evil deeds of a life
of which he well knew the infamy, without having the

